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Discover a vibrant global community of students who 
represent more than 60 nations and speak more than 
30 languages. 

The TASIS experience unlocks the unique potential of every student 

and produces what our founder, M. Crist Fleming, called “international 

human beings—men and women who are capable of moving easily 

in any society and any civilization on the face of the earth.”

Join our welcoming 
international community!

TO APPLY, VISIT summer.tasis.com/apply
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1ST SESSION: JUNE 24–JULY 20, 2017  2ND SESSION: JULY 23–AUGUST 12, 2017

English, French, or Italian    English or French

English Academic Writing    International Baccalaureate Prep  

Digital Photography     Digital Photography    

Architecture & Design     Italian Cooking

Musical Theater     Fashion & Textile Design

        Musical Theater
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Musical Theater     Musical Theater

Digital Photography     Digital Photography     
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1ST SESSION: JUNE 24–JULY 20, 2017  2ND SESSION: JULY 23–AUGUST 12, 2017

English, French, or Italian    English, French, or Italian

Science and Robotics     Science and Robotics 

Performing Arts      Performing Arts

Campus of The American School in Switzerland

THE AMERICAN SCHOOL IN SWITZERLAND

   



Perched on a hillside in sunny southern 

Switzerland with commanding views of 

snow-capped mountains, palm trees, and 

Lake Lugano, our global village comprises 

25 buildings dating from the historic 17th-

century Villa De Nobili to the state-of-the-art 

Campo Science Center. 

When not on campus, you’ll have ample 

opportunities to explore stunning European 

cities and majestic natural settings, including 

Zermatt, Milan, Rome, Venice, Tuscany, 

Lake Lugano, Lake Maggiore, Lake Como, 

Monte Tamaro, Monte Bre, Valle Verzasca, 

Andermatt, and Interlaken.

Where will you go?

DISCOVER THE BEAUTY OF 
SWITZERLAND AND BEYOND

RISE TO THE CHALLENGE
• Canyon in Valle Verzasca • Raft down the Rhine River  

• Hike the Jungfrau • Ice climb the Furka Glacier in Andermatt 

• Ride an alpine slide on Monte Tamaro • Kayak on the Ticino River 

• Waterski on Lake Lugano • Paddleboard on Lake Maggiore

What adventures will you choose?



What
will you 

learn?

DEVELOP YOUR MIND
While our programs provide plenty of 

time to play and explore, most mornings 

are dedicated to traditional classroom 

learning. Among other options, you can 

take intensive courses in Italian, French, or 

English as an Additional Language; develop 

academic writing portfolios; prepare for 

the International Baccalaureate Diploma 

Program; and study robotics, architecture, 

musical theater, or textile design.

CREATE YOUR MASTERPIECE
Whether you want to star in an original 

musical, learn a new instrument, perform a 

modern dance, write your own script, paint 

a canvas of the campus, take the perfect 

photo, create an architecture model, or 

design a clothing line, our dedicated team 

of visual and performing arts professionals 

will help you achieve your goal.

What
will you 

create?



LEARN

Challenging. Inspiring. Engaging. TSP 
courses offer you the opportunity to stretch 
your mind alongside new friends from 
around the world.

LANGUAGES

English as an Additional Language (EAL)
TSP English Language courses are 
structured to improve fluency and 
confidence. TSP is an immersive 
environment for students studying English, 
which means lessons are reinforced 
through daily interactions with friends and 
staff. 

EAL Academic Writing
Students practice the various forms of 
writing that are expected in EAL programs 
at quality international schools. Classes 
focus on structuring and writing essays, 
research papers, and persuasive texts, and 
students leave with a portfolio of work that 
will enhance their school applications. This 
course is limited to students who place in 
the highest EAL level. First session only.

Intensive Italian
Located in the Italian-speaking region of 
Switzerland, Lugano is the perfect location 
for studying the Italian language and 
culture. Excursions in the local area and 
throughout Italy reinforce language skills 
in authentic situations. First session only.

Intensive French
The TSP French program is focused on 
providing an accelerated environment for 
learning the French language and learning 
about Francophone countries. Optional 
trips to French-speaking Switzerland give 
students the chance to practice what 
they’ve learned.

All language courses meet for four class 

periods per day. One additional class 

period is dedicated to language-based 

activities in which students have a chance 

to practice their language skills while 

learning dance, drama, photography, or 

studio art. A few times a week, language 

students gather for tutti singing where 

they learn songs in the target language. 

These songs are performed at the Talent 

Show during the Summer Arts Festival at 

the end of each session.
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The trips, the people, the languages—it’s all special. TASIS is a part of the
world where all people can come and learn about themselves.

 Sofia, Italy

LUGANO • TASIS SUMMER PROGRAM • ages 14–18

The TASIS Summer Program (TSP): Ages 14 –18

* * *



IB PREPARATION

International Baccalaureate (IB) Prep Course
Students learn about the three core 
components of the IB program (Theory 
of Knowledge; the Extended Essay; and 
Creativity, Action, Service) and develop their 
research, presentation, and academic writing 
skills. The class also discusses how to stay 
on track in the IB Diploma Program through 
realistic goal-setting and time management. 
Students must have at least an intermediate 
level of English. Second session only.

VISUAL ARTS

Digital Photography
Take your photos to the next level! Digital 
Photography teaches camera skills and image-
processing software. Trips around the region 
provide students opportunities to practice 
shooting among some of the most beautiful 
and dramatic scenery in Europe.

Architecture & Design
This course introduces students to the 
disciplines of architecture and design. 
Class work includes studying Classical to 
19th-Century architecture, sketching from 

slides, and creating several models that are 
displayed during the Summer Arts Festival. A 
required weekend trip takes the class to Basel, 
Ronchamp, and Weil-am-Rhein to explore the 
renowned Vitra Museum. This course makes 
use of a purpose-built architecture studio on 
campus and is taught by Master Teacher Mark 
Aeschliman. First session only.

Fashion & Textile Design
Students learn the process of fashion design 
by creating their own collection, including 
sketching patterns, organizing mood boards, 
selecting fabric, and designing. They also 
study branding, marketing, identity, visual 
perception, color psychology, and trend 
anticipation. Class trips include visiting the 
Ratti textile and printing factory in Como, VF 
International and the headquarters of North 
Face, and the Museo del Costume Palazzo 
Morando in Milan. Second session only.

PERFORMING ARTS

Musical Theater
Students lift their musical theater skills in 
this comprehensive course taught by an 
excellent Dedicated Performing Arts Team, 
featuring international performers working 
in London, New York, Los Angeles, and 

beyond. The group takes classes in music, 
dance, and acting and helps craft an original 
musical that is performed at the end of the 
session. A demanding rehearsal schedule 
challenges and elevates actors to reach 
beyond their limits. 

CULINARY ARTS

La Cucina Italiana
Learn to cook authentic Italian food! Students 
choose ingredients at Italian markets, tour 
Italian cheese and meat factories, practice 
knife skills, and learn how to perfectly 
balance spices. They leave with an extensive 
knowledge of the food culture of Italy—and 
with a few recipes to use for years to come. 
Second session only.

* * *

The memories that TASIS leaves in my life keep me coming back year after year. It’s such 
an experience to come here every summer. Every time I come here I leave with bright 

emotions in my soul. I come back and the memories hit me. This is my family now.
Nikita, Russia (after completing his ninth summer at TASIS)

9
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EXPLORE
Hike the Jungfrau. Sketch in Venice. Climb a 
glacier. Eat in Rome. Go canyoning, whitewater 
rafting, or kayaking. With a location in the heart 
of Europe, the TSP travel program introduces 
you to beautiful and exciting destinations—
from the Italian lakes to the Swiss Alps to the 
Mediterranean coast.

PLAY
Afternoons at TSP include activities from art 
to Zumba. Go windsurfing, paddleboarding, 
sailing, or swimming on the Italian lakes; play 
tennis, soccer, basketball, or volleyball; or 
relax with yoga or Pilates. Dance, drama, and 
musical theater options are also available 
and culminate with performances during the 
Summer Arts Festival.

8:15–9:05  Breakfast

9:20–9:35  Morning Meeting

9:40–14:35  Selected course of study, 
 with a break for lunch

14:45–18:00  Afternoon sports, arts, 
 and/or excursions

18:25–19:15  Dinner

19:30–19:40  Evening Meeting

19:40–22:00  Evening activities, free time 

22:00    Return to dorms, check-in

23:00    Lights Out 

A typical day for TSP students looks like this:

Special sport tracks are available at an extra 
cost. AC Milan Junior Camp gives soccer 
enthusiasts the opportunity to work on 
their skills with AC Milan coaches for three 
afternoons per week. Armani Junior Basketball 
Club meets twice a week and focuses on 
improving strength, fitness, and confidence.
 

GROW
One of the most important aspects of 
TSP is friendship, and global friendships 
help us become global citizens. Where 
else can you meet people from more 
than 60 countries who quickly become 
a second family? TSP challenges you to 
grow into the best version of yourself. 

11
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The Middle School Program (MSP): Ages 11–13

French
Students learn from native speakers who are 
dedicated to helping them gain confidence 
in their skills. Optional trips to the French-
speaking part of Switzerland provide a chance 
to use the language in the real world. 

Musical Theater
Students improve their acting, singing, and 
dancing skills by working with professional 
performers based in New York, London, Los 
Angeles, and beyond. They also learn about 
the production side, including designing 
and creating sets and costumes, and stage 
management. The group performs an original 
musical on the final night of each program.

Digital Photography
An experienced photographer works with 
students who are looking to take their digital 
photographs to the next level. The curriculum 
focuses on composition, technical skills, 
and image processing, with an emphasis on 
architectural and landscape photography. 
Cameras are provided by the program.

Special Cultural Projects
On Sundays, all students work on classroom-
based projects that include planning and 
executing a Carnivale, creating cultural 
presentations, and participating in the Swiss 
Games. These projects require teamwork and 
leadership and allow students to use their 
target language or musical theater skills in a 
variety of situations. 

LUGANO • MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM • ages 11–13LUGANO • MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM • ages 11–13

2312

LEARN 

Stretch your mind and develop new skills with 
first-rate teachers and inquisitive students from 
around the globe.

English as an Additional Language (EAL)
MSP offers students the chance to improve 
their confidence and skills in English. Our 
teachers make learning fun by providing 
interactive, challenging activities, and 
the immersive MSP environment compels 
students to practice their English during 
sports, activities, meals, and excursions. 

EAL Academic Writing
This course helps high-level English students 
improve their writing skills. Students work  

on structuring and writing essays, research 
papers, and persuasive texts, and they leave 
with a portfolio of work that enhances school 
appications. 

Beginning Italian
Ticino, the only Italian-speaking Swiss 
canton, is the perfect environment for 
learning conversational Italian. Students 
bolster their learning with trips to 
locations throughout Ticino and Italy. 

German
Taught by native speakers, this course helps 
students quickly develop their German skills. 
Optional trips to German-speaking cantons 
in Switzerland reinforce lessons learned in 
the classroom.



15

* * *

LUGANO • MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM • ages 11–13

I really like the trips that we take. I went to the Italian Riviera and to Andermatt. I 

love to hike and to see beautiful sights. It was a great experience that I’ll never forget.
Gabriela, Finland

EXPLORE

Climb up a mountain and take a zip-line 

down. Jump off a rock while canyoning. 

Pose with a peacock in a garden on Lago 

Maggiore. Watch an opera in Verona’s 

Roman amphitheater. Taste fresh cheese 

and olive oil in Tuscany. MSP offers travel 

experiences that open your mind and 

broaden your world.

Day Trips

Tuesdays and Wednesdays are the MSP 

“weekend” and are reserved for travel. 

Adventure-lovers can go canyoning, 

caving, or swimming in icy Alpine waters. 

Culture enthusiasts can take in Milan, 

Como, or Lucerne. Day trips immerse 

students in the cultures of Switzerland and 

Italy. 

Overnight Trips

Overnight trips are an exciting blend of 

cultural and adventure activities. Recent 

trips include ice climbing and hiking to 

an Alpine hut near Andermatt, visiting the 

lush region of Chateau-d’Oex in French-

speaking Switzerland, strolling the Italian 

coast between Santa Margherita and 

Portofino, and visiting charming Tuscan 

hill towns. These trips are a wonderful 

opportunity to bond with friends while 

experiencing a new part of the world. 

PLAY
Two afternoons a week, MSP students have a 
Sports or Activity track. These include archery, 
windsurfing, climbing, waterskiing, tennis, and 
more. On-campus activities include art and 
dance. 

For those more serious about playing sports, 
the MSP Sports Clubs will challenge their skills 
and improve their game. Students can train with 
professional soccer coaches at AC Milan Junior 
Camp and basketball coaches from Olimpia 
Milan with the Armani Junior Basketball Club, 
hit with high-level tennis coaches in Tennis 
Club, and improve their handicap in Golf Club. 
Participation is at an extra cost.

Evening activities give students a chance to 
relax, play games, and spend time with friends. 
Mondays are always Cultural Nights, where 
students watch special performances. Other 
activities throughout the session include a 
World Cup soccer tournament, Capture the 
Flag, and a semi-formal dance.



GROW
Meet new friends from around the globe while exploring some of the most beautiful and 
exciting areas in Europe, challenging yourself physically, and expanding your horizons in the 
classroom. MSP will broaden your world. 

Afternoon Clubs let students explore activities 
that stretch their brains in exciting ways. They 
can learn robotics, study cutting-edge science, 
develop graphic design skills, discover more 
about Switzerland with Swiss Culture or 
Outdoor & More, or create tasty treats in one of 
our cooking clubs.

Saturday afternoons are spent working on 
special Leadership Activities, including a 
regatta on Lake Lugano, the TASIS Olympics, 
and a scavenger hunt around Lugano. 

Four nights per week, MSP students join our 
Dedicated Performing Arts Team for Arts Hour, 
where they can learn a musical instrument, 
write a song, or create a dance. All Arts Hour 
classes perform during the Summer Arts 
Festival on the final night of each Program. 
Note that Musical Theater students will have 
rehearsals during Arts Hour.

* * *

LUGANO • MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM • ages 11–13
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Mondays
Morning:  Classes
Afternoon:  Activity & Sports Tracks
Evening:  Cultural Night

Tuesdays
Long day trips to nearby cities and towns such 
as Como, Lucerne, Bellagio, or Turin, or to 
adventure activities such as canyoning, caving, 
or an Alpine ropes course.

Overnight trips leave for destinations such 
as Tuscany, the Italian Riviera, Zermatt, and 
Andermatt.

Wednesdays
Short day trips to Monte Tamaro, the Borromean 
Islands, or Villa Balbianello on Lake Como.

One-night overnight trips return in the evening.

Thursdays
Morning:  Classes
Afternoon:  Activity & Sports Tracks
Evening:  Activities with the counselors or shopping  
 in Lugano. Two-night overnight trips return.

Fridays
Morning:  Classes
Afternoon:  Clubs
Evening:  Arts Hour, Activities with the counselors

Saturdays
Morning:  Classes
Afternoon:  Leadership Activities
Evening:  Arts Hour, Activities with the counselors
 
Sundays
Morning:  Classes
Afternoon:  Cultural Project Preparation
Evening:  Arts Hour, Cultural Project Presentations

M S P  W E E K LY  S C H E D U L E

I have friends from Turkey, Turkmenistan, Russia, Japan, China, the USA—

loads of places. There are so many similarities between us, no matter where 

we’re from. We’re all the same. We really get close to each other in three weeks.
Lila, France

17
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Le Château des Enfants (CDE): Ages 7–10

LUGANO • LE CHÂTEAU DES ENFANTS • ages 4½–10LUGANO • LE CHÂTEAU DES ENFANTS • ages 4½–10
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* * *

The mission of CDE is for children to learn and grow. It’s about making friends 

and living in cooperation with others. It’s about learning to be independent and 

resilient. The social and emotional work we do at CDE is transformational.
Meagan Vincent, CDE DirectorLEARN

The learning environment at CDE focuses on 
nurturing curiosity about the world in a safe, 
family-like atmosphere. Small classes allow our 
professional educators to engage the children 
using songs, games, and hands-on activities 
that help make learning fun!
CLASSES
Italian and French
Our Italian and French programs introduce 
children to the languages and cultures of 
Italy and France. Children sit at special lunch 
tables where they practice speaking and are 
encouraged to use the languages outside the 
classroom.

English as an Additional Language (EAL)
The immersive English environment of 
CDE is ideal for EAL students to grow their 
confidence and skills. 

All language classes meet for nearly 
two hours each morning and again for 
Exploration Hour in the afternoon. Classes 
introduce children to academic language 
and vocabulary, group projects encourage 
teamwork, and field trips give students the 
chance to use their target language in the 
real world.

Robotics

Our elementary robotics course meets 

daily and teaches children introductory 

programming skills.

 

Science

All CDE students participate in a science 

course that provides a hands-on, 

interactive look at the physical sciences.

Exploration Hour

Each afternoon, the language classes 

reconvene for a project-based learning 

experience designed to reinforce 

language skills and creativity. Favorite 

activities include poetry, filmmaking, 

music video production, collaborative  art 

projects, cheesemaking, and cooking.

 



EXPLORE

Time off campus lets children explore 
new surroundings while feeling safe and 
secure with their friends and counselors. 
Recent activities and destinations have 
included pedal boating on Lake Lugano, 
visiting an Alpine dairy farm, and engaging 
with special exhibitions at the Children’s 
Museum. Children eight years old and 
above also go on a two-night camping 
trip in the Alps. Our 10-year-olds go on 
a special trip to the Monte Tamaro ropes 
course, and all students spend an evening 
shopping in Lugano.

CDE boarding students take part in special 
weekend trips, including full-day Sunday  
trips. Recent excursions have included  
visits to Lucerne to explore the renowned 
Swiss Transport Museum and trips to the 
newly-renovated Lido in Locarno.

PLAY 

Sports and Swimming
Children swim nearly every day and are 
instructed by certified lifeguards to build their 
confidence in the water. They also play a 
variety of sports that focus on teamwork and 
coordination. A special Tennis Academy is 
offered for experienced players.

Visual Arts
Special visual art classes allow children 
to create with a variety of mediums, from 
painting to collage to ceramics. Projects are 
displayed during the Summer Arts Festival at 
the end of each Program.

Performing Arts
Our talented Dedicated Performing Arts 
Team teaches the children dance, art, drama, 
percussion, and even ukulele! Children also 
rehearse an original musical comedy. Students 
showcase their hard work at the Summer Arts 
Festival during the final week of each program.

Singing
Music is a huge part of CDE and is the final 
class of the day. Children learn songs in English, 
French, and Italian and perform them as part of 
the Final Night celebration.

Evening Activities
After dinner, counselors lead the children 
in activities that focus on teamwork and 
friendship. Favorite events include a luau 
and dance, a scavenger hunt across campus, 
a Harry Potter night, a game of Capture the 
Flag, and a carnival put on by the Middle 
School Program.

Weekend Clubs
On Saturdays, boarding students take part 
in exciting weekend clubs. Recent activities 
have included paddleboarding, French 
cooking, drawing around Lugano, hiking, 
and World Cup Soccer. 

LUGANO • LE CHÂTEAU DES ENFANTS • ages 4½–10
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GROW

CDE is proud to attract students from dozens of countries, truly bringing the world to your 

child. Our young learners delight in learning about each other and themselves.

22 23

Morning: 
Language classes, excursions, sports 
activities, and science or robotics  

Lunch: 
Sit with language groups to practice the 
target language

After Lunch: Reading and rest

Afternoon: 
Exploration Hour plus arts activities or
excursions and music 

Evening:
Games, parties, activities, 
bedtime story

21:00 Bedtime lullabies and sleep

 A Typical Day at CDE

Our daughter has made friends from around the world...she loved the 

excitement of learning. You have made an unimaginable impact on her, 

which I am sure will have a positive lifetime effect on her perspective on life.
CDE Parent

* * *
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LEARN
Children are exposed to English, Italian, or 
French through daily lessons. Teachers use 
songs, drama, and other activities to learn 
vocabulary and phrases that they practice 
every day.

Our oldest Minnows take part in special 
science afternoons where they experiment 
with air, magnets, sinking, floating, and more. 

EXPLORE
Time off campus gives our Minnows a 
chance to be together in a new but safe 
environment. Favorite excursions include 
visiting an Alpine dairy farm, exploring the 
local zoo, going on a nature walk, and riding 
the small Lugano trenino around the city.

PLAY
Creativity is important to our Minnows. They 
produce a variety of projects using paints, 
collage, and clay. A special afternoon activity 
focuses on learning about a visual artist and 
replicating his or her style to create a new piece. 
The children’s artwork is displayed during the 
Summer Arts Festival at the end of each program. 

Another favorite activity for our Minnows 
is singing and playing instruments. Daily 
music classes teach songs and actions 
that are performed at Final Night.

GROW
It never ceases to amaze us just how much 
a young child can change and grow in three 
weeks. We invite you to see for yourself! 

CDE Minnows: Ages 4½–6



Other TASIS Summer Programs
Visit summer.tasis.ch for more information about all TASIS Summer Programs.

TASIS England Summer Program 
Ages 10–17, UK

• Courses in Geometry, Writing & Speaking Enhancement, Middle 

School Skills, Debate & Public Speaking, British Council-accredited 

English as an Additional Language, SAT Review & College Admissions, 

TOEFL Review, IELTS Review, TV Production, the Magical World of 

Harry Potter, London Through a Lens, Fashion & Textile Design, and 

Sketching & 3D Design

• Sports and activities

• Weekend travel throughout Britain 

• Located on a beautiful campus 18 miles southwest of London

Les Tapies Arts and Architecture Programs
Ages 13–18, France 
• Hands-on study in architecture, painting & drawing, and  

photography

• Excursions draw on the cultural richness of the South of France 

• Idyllic location in a beautifully-restored, 17th-century stone 

hamlet in the Ardeche

TASIS Dorado Summer Program 
Ages 12–18, Puerto Rico

• Located on the TASIS Dorado campus in beautiful Dorado Beach, 

Puerto Rico 

• Spanish Language and Marine Life & Environmental Studies

• Oceanography and Ecology course associated with Jean-Michel 

Cousteau’s Ambassadors of the Environment Center

• Excursions explore the cultural riches of the island

LUGANO CAMPUS
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TASIS Schools

Switzerland

Puerto Rico

TASIS The American School in Switzerland offers a challenging 
college preparatory program during the Academic Year for 
day students in grades Pre-Kindergarten to 13 (postgraduate)  
and boarding students in grades 7–13. With a student body 
comprising more than 60 nationalities, TASIS offers a truly 
global educational experience, taking advantage of its 
location in the heart of Europe to provide an outstanding 
program with an unparalleled international dimension. 
Along with an American college preparatory program, TASIS 
offers International Baccalaureate, Advanced Placement, 
and English as an Additional Language programs. Highlights 
include two weeks of Academic Travel each year and a 
pioneering Global Service Program. www.tasis.ch

TASIS Dorado is a coeducational day school with English 
as its language of instruction in grades Pre-Kindergarten 
through 12. It offers a top-quality, innovative academic 
program within modern facilities and attractive natural  
surroundings. The School offers excellent programs in music, 
drama, and art, and encourages enthusiasm for learning 
and individual growth within a purposeful community.  
www.dorado.tasis.com
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TASIS admits qualified students of any race, color, nationality, and ethnic origin and does not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, national, and ethnic origin in its admissions policies and practices.

TASIS US Office 
112 South Royal St., Alexandria 
Virginia 22314, USA
Tel: +01 703 299 8150
Tel: +01 800 442 6005
Fax + 01 703 299 8157
email: usadmissions@tasis.com

TASIS The American School  
in England 
Coldharbour Lane, Thorpe  
Surrey, TW20 8TE, England
Tel: +44 1932 565 252  
Fax: +44 1932 564 644 
email: uksummer@tasisengland.org

The American School 
in Switzerland
6926 Montagnola  
Switzerland 
Tel:  +41 91 9605151
Fax: +41 91 9931647 
email: summer@tasis.ch

England
TASIS The American School in England offers an American 
college preparatory curriculum to day students from Pre-
Kindergarten to grade 12 and boarding students in grades 
9–12. Located 18 miles southwest of London on a beautiful 
35-acre estate of Georgian mansions and 17th-century 
cottages, TASIS England combines a rigorous academic 
program with exceptional facilities for art, drama, music, 
computer science, and sports. TASIS offers the International 
Baccalaureate, Advanced Placement, and English as an 
Additional Language programs. www.tasisengland.org


