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1ST SESSION: JUNE 25-JULY 21, 2016

•  TASIS Summer Program - Ages 14-18

 English, French, or Italian

 EAL Academic Writing

 Digital Photography

 Digital Filmmaking

 Architecture & Design

 

•  Middle School Program - Ages 11-13

 English, French, or Italian

 Musical Theater

 

•  Le Château des Enfants - Ages 4½ -10
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2ND SESSION: JULY 24-AUGUST 13, 2016

•  TASIS Summer Program - Ages 14-18

 English, French, or Italian as offers

 International Baccalaureate Prep

 Digital Photography

 La Cucina Italiana (Italian Cooking)

 Fashion & Textile Design

 

•  Middle School Program - Ages 11-13

 English, French, or Italian

 Musical Theater

 

• Le Château des Enfants - Ages 4½-10

 English, French, or Italian

    TO APPLY, VISIT summer.tasis.com/apply.
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INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY
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16   Le Château des Enfants (CDE) - Ages 4½ to 10
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and beyond 
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Hike the Swiss Alps 

Sail the Italian Lakes 

Train with AC Milan 

Help write an original musical 

Go canyoning in an Alpine river

Play nine holes in Italy 

Learn to dance 

Visit a Milan fashion house 

Enjoy Swiss Day on Lake Lugano 

Explore Ticino through a lens
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sizes ensure individual attention, and students are 
given ample opportunities to practice their target 
languages outside of class. Students take placement 
tests upon arrival and receive a full academic report, 
including letter grade, course description, and teacher 
comments at the end of the session.

English as an Additional Language (EAL)
TSP offers an exceptional opportunity for English 
learners to improve their language skills. As the 
program’s main language is English, language skills 
are reinforced by daily interaction with friends and 
staff. Courses cater to all levels, and more advanced 

STUDY
TSP courses challenge and encourage students to 
improve their skills alongside classmates from around 
the world.

LANGUAGE COURSES
Taught by encouraging teachers, TSP language 
courses help students become comfortable and 
confident in their target language. Small class 
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levels offer students the opportunity to engage with 
literary analysis as well as formal writing opportunities.

EAL Academic Writing
This course is intended for students who wish to 
improve their academic writing skills. Students must 
place into the highest levels of our EAL program to 
enroll in this course. They practice the various forms 
of writing that is expected in EAL programs at quality 
international schools. They learn how to structure and 
write essays, comparison/contrast papers, research 
papers, and persuasive texts. Students use critical 
thinking skills to create a portfolio of work that will 
enhance school applications. First session only.

Intensive Italian
Lugano, in Italian-speaking Switzerland, is the perfect 
location for students interested in studying the Italian 
language and culture. Many of our staff speak Italian 
and encourage students to use the language outside 
the classroom. Excursions in the local area and further 
afield offer students the opportunity to practice in 
authentic language situations. First session only.

Intensive French
The TSP French program offers an intensive 
environment for students who want to improve 
their language skills and learn about Francophone 
countries. Experienced teachers encourage students 
to use French outside the classroom. An optional 
weekend excursion to the Côte-d’Azur gives students 
the opportunity to practice their skills.

Language-Based Activities (for language learners only)
TSP offers dance, drama, photography, and studio 
art courses. Taught by creative professionals, these 

classes are challenging and fun and allow students 
to try something new or develop their talents. Each 
language student takes one of these activity courses 
as part of their language program. Language students 
also engage in singing in their language of study.

A Typical Day for Students in Language Courses
8:15 – 9:00  Breakfast
9:15 – 9:30  Morning Meeting
9:35 – 14:40  Selected course of study and activity  
 periods, with a break for lunch
14:45 – 18:00  Afternoon sports, arts, and/or excursion
18:25 – 19:15  Dinner
19:30 – 19:40  Evening Meeting
19:40 – 22:00  Evening activities and free time
22:00  Return to dorms, check-in
23:00  Lights Out 
 
The schedule for day students will vary.

LUGANO • TASIS SUMMER PROGRAM (TSP; ages 14-18)
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are screened during the Summer Arts Festival at the 
end of the session. First session only.

Digital Photography 
Taught by an experienced and creative photographer, 
this course introduces students to the basics of digital 
photography, including camera skills and image-
editing software. The picturesque surroundings of 
the campus and excursions to nearby towns give 
students the opportunity to practice their skills. 
Digital SLR cameras are required.

NEW CULINARY ARTS COURSE
La Cucina Italiana 
New for 2016, this course gives students an 
introduction to the delectable world of Italian 
cooking. Taught by talented guest chefs, this course 
teaches students the fundamentals of creating 
delicious Italian meals. Students learn Italian cooking 
and shopping vocabulary, practicing at nearby food 
markets and while touring cheese and meat factories. 
They also learn knife skills and serving and dining 
etiquette. The students create an original menu 
to share with their peers at the end of the session. 
Second session only.

VISUAL ARTS COURSES
Digital Filmmaking
Run by our professional team of visual and performing 
artists, this course is designed for students new to 
the filmmaking process and focuses on the basics 
of making a strong, visually-driven film. Students 
learn the basics of filmmaking, from pre-production 
planning to shooting to post-production. Both faculty 
and visiting artists explain story development, music, 
editing, and software production tools. Student films 



Fashion & Textile Design 
This course offers students a fascinating introduction 
to the world of fashion and textile design. Students 
experience the entire creative process, from 
brainstorming ideas to product development, and 
design their own collection throughout the session.

Theoretical elements include studying the history 
of fashion and textiles, learning about the various 
properties of fabrics, and understanding printing 
techniques. Students also study marketing, branding, 
and identity; the planning and timing of a collection; 
visual perception and color psychology; anticipating 
trends; and how clothing fits into various societies.

Practical elements include sketching clothing and 
drawing patterns. Students combine their theoretical 
knowledge with their own vision to create a collection 
through target research, mood boards, fabric 
selection, and design.

Class trips include visiting VF International and 
the headquarters of North Face, touring the Ratti 
textile and printing factory in Como, and exploring 
the Museo del Costume Palazzo Morando in Milan. 
Second session only.

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN 

The design of the best houses and chairs proceeds 
from the organic principle that it’s the inside that 
counts. The outside is merely a shell, insulation, or 
packaging. You must work from the inside out.

A unique course created by Master Teacher Mark 
Aeschliman, Architecture & Design introduces 
students to these exciting disciplines. Students are 
introduced to the history of art and architecture from 
Classical to 19th Century, then Art Nouveau to the 
present, which includes sketching from slides and 
discussion. Practical work includes maintaining an 
investigation workbook, a class presentation, and 
the creation of several models which are exhibited at 
the Summer Arts Festival during the final week of the 
program.

A&D students are required to attend a weekend 
trip to Basel, Ronchamps in France, and Weil-am-
Rhein in Germany to explore the renowned Vitra 
Design Museum. They also take a short day-trip to 
Riva San Vitale in Switzerland. 

The course makes use of the School’s purpose-
built architecture studio located in the Şahenk 
Fine Arts Center. Please note that this course has 
an additional cost to cover field trips and supplies. 
First session only.

When designing, the most important things to 
keep in mind are simplicity, economy, and elegance. 
And of course, use natural materials!

LUGANO • TASIS SUMMER PROGRAM (TSP; ages 14-18)
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A Typical Day for Students in Visual Arts 
and Supplementary Courses
8:15 – 9:05  Breakfast
9:20 – 9:35  Morning Meeting
9:40 – 14:35  Selected course of study, 
 with a break for lunch
14:45 – 18:00  Afternoon sports, arts, 
 and/or excursion
18:25 – 19:15  Dinner
19:30 – 19:40  Evening Meeting
19:40 – 22:00  Evening activities, free time 
22:00  Return to dorms, check-in

23:00  Lights Out 

PLAY

Musical Theater
Students meet two afternoons a week to rehearse 
and choreograph an original musical. Run by our 
Dedicated Performing Arts Team, this activity 
encourages students to reach their potential as actors 
and musicians. Students perform in front of their 
peers during the Summer Arts Festival at the end of 
the session.

SUPPLEMENTARY COURSE

International Baccalaureate 
(IB) Preparation Course
This course offers an overview of the IB Program and 
introduces students to the curriculum requirements 
and assessment style. It focuses on the Program’s 
core components: Theory of Knowledge (TOK), the 
Extended Essay (EE), and Creativity, Action, Service 
(CAS). Through a combination of classroom sessions, 
individual practice, and study periods, students 
develop academic skills to prepare them for individual 
research, presentation, and academic writing. 

Students learn and practice in-depth research skills, 
including how to identify and evaluate various sources. 
They develop critical thinking skills as they write a short 
research essay. Public speaking and presentations are 
also important components of this course. Students 
learn goal-setting, reflection, time management, and 
study skills. This course is intended for students who 
are planning to start the IB Diploma in September 
2016 or 2017. The IB Diploma Program is rigorous and 
requires proficiency in English. Therefore, non-native 
English speakers will be assessed upon arrival and 
must place into our highest levels of EAL in order to 
continue with the course.Second session only.

1



to the Swiss Alps to the Mediterranean coast. More 
adventurous students can join one of our adventure-
travel trips, including hiking, caving, canyoning, river 
rafting, and glacier walking.

Culture
Cultural opportunities happen every day at TSP. 
Students explore the connection between language 
and culture in French, Italian, and English courses. 
They attend regular Monday evening performances 
by renowned artists and musicians and visit   notable 
museums and attractions on trips. Perhaps most 
importantly, students develop their understanding 
of and sensitivity to other cultures in their day-to-day 
interactions with students from all over the world. 

CREATING GLOBAL CITIZENS

The TSP program gives students a life-changing 
opportunity to learn, create, and grow while meeting 
friends from around the world. 

Sports
Our afternoon sports options allow students to 
keep fit and enjoy time together. Offerings normally 
include water sports such as windsurfing, sailing, 
paddleboarding, and swimming on nearby Swiss and 
Italian lakes. Other activities include tennis, hiking, 
volleyball, Zumba, yoga, CrossFit, and general fitness 
training.

AC Milan Junior Camp
TSP students have the exceptional opportunity to 
work under coaches from renowned AC Milan Club 
through the AC Milan Junior Camp. Students spend 
three afternoons per week working with professional 
trainers on their skills. Players are issued an exclusive 
AC Milan soccer kit. Participation is at an extra cost.

The Armani Junior Basketball Club challenges 
players by focusing on tactical, sophisticated methods 
of play. Coaches from the Olimpia Milan Armani 
Junior Program focus on physical strength and the 
elements of fitness necessary to improve player 
confidence and performance. Players are issued an 
exclusive basketball kit. The club meets twice a week 
and participation is at an extra cost.

EXPLORE

Travel
The TSP travel program introduces students to 
some of the most exciting destinations in Europe. 
Opportunities for travel include half-day excursions 
on Wednesdays and Sundays, full-day trips on 
Saturdays, and optional extended weekend trips to 
European cities such as Nice, Venice, and Rome. Our 
location offers easy access to a variety of landscapes 
and regions in central Europe, from the Italian lakes 
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Beginning Italian
The Italian-speaking Canton of Ticino is the ideal 
location for children to experience the Italian 
language. Designed especially for this age group, 
this course introduces children to conversational 
Italian that they are able to use in real-world situations 
as they visit sites, activities, scenery, and shops in 

STUDY
Languages
English as an Additional Language (EAL)
MSP offers an exciting, intensive learning environment 
for students eager to improve their English. With 
courses from beginner to advanced literature and 
academic writing, the EAL curriculum doesn’t stop 
after class time ends. Students use English in all 
aspects of the program, from sports and activities to 
family-style meals. They are encouraged to become 
comfortable and confident in their language skills.

EAL Academic Writing
This course is intended for students who place into our 
highest levels of English as an Additional Language 
and wish to improve their academic writing skills. They 
learn how to structure and write essays, comparison/
contrast papers, research papers, and persuasive 
texts. Students are expected to use critical thinking 
skills and create a portfolio of work that will enhance 
their applications to schools. First session only.

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM (MSP) - Ages 11-13
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the area. Students also rehearse and perform a 
musical in Italian, culminating in a performance on 
Final Night. 

French
MSP offers two or three levels of French, depending 
on student knowledge. Created for this age group, 
the curriculum includes lively activities to encourage 
children to become more confident in their use 
of French. Our optional trips to Nice and French-
speaking Switzerland give students the opportunity 
to practice what they have learned. Students also 
rehearse and perform a musical in French, culminating 
in a performance on Final Night.

To reinforce daily lessons, 15 minutes of homework 
is given every night. Children must complete their 
assignments in their spare time, which encourages 
responsibility and time management.

PERFORMING ARTS
Musical Theater
Students interested in the performing arts have the 
opportunity to work with our Dedicated Performing 
Arts Team skilled in teaching this age group 
movement, drama, dance, and singing. Presented 
entirely in English, our Musical Theater course 
introduces students to every aspect of creating a 

LUGANO • MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM (MSP; ages 11-13)
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production, from auditions to direction to sets and 
lighting. This group is the core cast for our Musical 
and spend their time acting, singing, and dancing 
as they rehearse for their performance on Final 
Night.

Sundays, all students work on Special Language 
and Cultural Projects. These classroom-based 
projects include planning and executing a carnival 
for our CDE children, cultural presentations, 
and Swiss Games. They require teamwork and 
leadership and utilize each child’s unique skills 
while increasing confidence in the target language. 

Placement tests are given to students upon arrival 
so each student attends the appropriate course.

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM (MSP) - Ages 11-13
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with the students and expect top effort for the entire two 
hours. Players are issued an exclusive basketball kit.

Evening Activities: 
After dinner, children and counselors participate in a 
variety of evening activities that encourage students 
to socialize and enjoy each other’s company. Favorite 
activities include a World Cup soccer tournament, a 
game of Capture the Flag, and a formal dance. 

Our Monday Cultural Night introduces students to 
world-renowned artists and musicians. Featured acts 
have included dancers from La Scala in Milan, a New 
York-based jazz ensemble, the Harvard Krokodiloes, 
and a classical orchestra.

Each week, our students participate in Friday 
Enrichment Clubs, which give students a chance to 
learn something new over three Friday afternoons. A 
typical selection of clubs includes elementary robotics, 
Italian cooking, art, ceramics, digital photography, 
filmmaking, and computer science, as well as two 
special units celebrating the natural world and Swiss 
culture. Students can choose their preferred activity 
after they have enrolled.

Saturday Afternoon Leadership Activities give 
students the opportunity to work as a team to achieve a 
certain goal or objective. Using their personal strengths 
and talents, students from a variety of countries 
and cultures join forces and learn about others and 
themselves. Past events have included boat-building 
and a regatta on Lake Lugano, an Olympics event, and 
a special scavenger hunt in downtown Lugano.

PLAY
Sports and Activity Tracks take place two afternoons 
a week and encourage students to try new things and 
challenge themselves. A typical selection of tracks 
includes archery, windsurfing, climbing, waterskiing, 
recreational tennis, and art. Students focus only on one 
track during the session.

MSP Sports Clubs are for athletes who want to 
strengthen their existing skills. Children train with 
certified professional coaches who have tailored their 
teaching to this age group. Clubs meet three times a 
week, and therefore students in clubs cannot participate 
in other Sports and Activity tracks or in Saturday 
activities because clubs meet at the same time as these 
events. Enrollment is on a first-come, first-served basis, 
and participation is at an extra cost.

Tennis Club is for students who wish to enhance and 
improve their existing skills. Students are issued a kit 
and are expected to bring their own racquet. Coach-
to-student ratio is 1:5, with a maximum of 20 students.

Golf Club is designed for young golfers who are looking 
to improve their game. Students play three times per 
week and practice their skills on the driving range, pitch-
and-putt, and main course at Panorama Golf in nearby 
Varese, Italy. Equipment can be provided if necessary. 
Limited to 8 students. 

AC Milan Junior Camp is an intensive soccer program 
under the supervision of coaches from the renowned AC 
Milan Club. This is an exciting opportunity for children 
to learn high-quality soccer skills with some of the best 
coaches in the sport. Players are issued an exclusive AC 
Milan soccer kit.

The Armani Junior Basketball Club challenges young 
players to improve their individual skills while improving 
their teamwork and tactical strategies. Coaches from 
the Olimpia Milan Armani Junior Program are on court 
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A Typical Academic Day
07:15 – 07:45  Wake up, room clean up
07:45 – 08:15  Breakfast
08:25 – 08:35  Morning Meeting
08:40 – 11:30  Classes (three 50-minute classes)
11:30 – 12:05  Lunch
12:05 – 13:30  Singing Class by Language Level
13:35 – 17:00  Afternoon Activities and Tracks
17:00 – 17:30  Dinner Preparation
17:30 – 18:10  Family-style dinner
18:15 – 19:15  Arts Hour with the Dedicated 

Performing Arts Team
19:15 – 20:45  Evening Activity
20:45 – 22:00  Free time/shower 
 time/phone time (after 1st week)
22:00 – 22:15  Quiet time
22:15  Lights Out

Travel Days (Tuesdays & Wednesdays)
07:30 – 08:30  Departure for All-Day Trip
21:00 – 21:30  Return from All-Day Trip Tuesday
17:00  Return by Dinner Wednesday (then  
 follows the regular evening schedule)

Day students may participate 7 days a week, 
including all evening activities.
Departure and arrival times for day students vary 
and will be communicated daily. 

EXPLORE
Travel Days (Tuesdays and Wednesdays) are reserved 
for travel and discovery at a variety of European 
destinations and enhance the adventurous spirit. Trips 
also foster community as students explore a destination 
together. 

Day trips explore the beauty and culture of nearby 
destinations. All trips include special activities off the 
typical tourist track, immersing students into the cultures 
of Switzerland and Italy. Recent urban destinations have 
included Milan, Como, and Lucerne. More adventurous 
students can go canyoning, caving, or visit Val Verzasca. 
Cultural destinations have included the Ballenburg 
open-air museum and the Borromeo Islands in Italy.

Overnight trips allow for exploration further afield. 
These trips are designed to maximize the discovery 
of each destination, blending cultural education with 
physical activity and independent exploration. Recent 
destinations have included Zermatt, Château-d’Oex, 
Tuscany, Verona, and the Côte-d’Azur, along with an 
Alpine Adventure trip that explores the Interlaken area.

Dorm Life: MSP boarders room with students from 
different countries and with different mother tongues. 
Dorm life gives students a chance to bond with others 
through a variety of activities. Children are housed in 
recently-renovated facilities in historic buildings with 
inspiring views of Lake Lugano and the mountains. 
Because some children are away from home for the first 
time, we ensure that all students entrusted to our care 
feel comfortable and supported as they adjust to our 
community.

A WELCOMING INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

MSP welcomes young people from around the world. 
Students are exposed to cultures and lifestyles from a 
variety of countries. Experiencing the program together 
fosters lasting friendships.LUGANO • MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM (MSP; ages 11-13)
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classes is on oral language, and higher levels work 
on reading and writing in the target language. 
Interactive classes include the use of songs, 
games, and hands-on activities to promote greater 
acquisition and retention of the target language.  

Our curriculum includes two hours of study per day. 
Units are based on our weekly excursions: camping, 
paddle boating, Swiss History and Culture, and 
Medieval Celebration, which includes an excursion 

LEARN
Our international environment encourages children’s 
curiosity and appreciation for other languages and 
cultures. All CDE activities are designed to help 
children understand and use familiar vocabulary and 
phrases in their target language.

Small class sizes allow for individual attention and 
effective teacher-led instruction. The focus of all 

LE CHÂTEAU DES ENFANTS (CDE) - Ages 7-10
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to the Bellinzona castles and a special Medieval 
Fair where the children become knights, princes, 
and princesses. Language and Life experiences 
include Italian and French cooking classes, touring 
the Monte Generoso bear cave, and visiting the 
Herman Hesse Museum with tours and activities in 
the target language.

English as an Additional Language  
As English is the principal language of the program, 
our EAL students are truly immersed in their target 
language. Alongside classroom activities, children 
hear, speak, and interact in English for most of their 
day, both with adults and with other children. 

Italian and French 
Our Italian and French programs introduce children 
to the language and culture of Italy or France. Many 
of our staff members speak these languages and 
encourage the children to practice. Students sit at 
special lunch tables where they speak in Italian or 
French. 

Special activities in each language enhance the 
children’s learning. They are introduced to academic 
language and vocabulary through special Science 
and Mathematics components created especially for 
our students. These activities challenge children to 
combine their language skills with fun activities that 
allow them to use new vocabulary, solve problems, 
and work together.  

PLAY
Activities
Mondays to Fridays, the children spend time doing 
a variety of daily activities that promote teamwork 
and cooperation. They are encouraged to follow 
directions and be responsible team members as they 
play, sing, explore, and learn.

Sports and Swimming
Daily physical activity is important at CDE to 
encourage healthy lifestyles. Children play traditional 
sports where the focus is learning the rules of the 
game, team-building, strategy, and working on 
coordination and skills. The children also swim daily 
and are instructed by certified lifeguards to build their 
confidence in the water.

Robotics
A favorite activity of nearly all of our children is 
robotics! The course is designed especially for CDE 
and teaches children elementary robotics skills 
and basic programming. This is a daily activity for 
all children, and boarding students interested in 
challenging themselves further can participate in a 
two-hour robotics club on Saturdays.

Performing Arts
Children who learn to sing and play-act in another 
language soon feel more familiar with it, and music is 
a major component of our program. Children spend 
at least an hour a day singing in various languages. 
They also take part in a percussion class and rehearse 
for an original musical performed on Final Night at a 
special event for parents and friends. These activities 
foster confidence, teamwork, and responsibility.

ACTIVITIES
•  Sports and Swimming 
•  Ceramics classes
•  Dance classes in small groups, 
 featuring dance styles from around the world
•  Tennis Academy for experienced players 
 (spaces limited)
•  Art, Drama, and Percussion
•  Musical Theater
•  Elementary robotics 
•  Cooking classes

LUGANO • LE CHÂTEAU DES ENFANTS (CDE: ages 4½ -10)
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Housed in Villa Belvedere nestled on the Collina d’Oro 
with unparalleled views of Lake Lugano and the Alps, 
CDE encourages children to appreciate and notice 
the features particular to our landscape. Beautiful 
surroundings, international friendships, and remarkable 
discoveries: CDE brings the world to your child.

EXPLORE
Excursions
Time off-campus gives children the opportunity 
to experience and explore new surroundings 
while feeling safe and secure with their friends and 
counselors. Recent excursions have included paddle 
boating on Lake Lugano, visiting a working Alpine 
dairy farm, and exploring the beautiful Bellinzona 
castles. Children (8 years old and above) also enjoy a 
camping trip, where they stay overnight in tents, swim 
in a river, and roast marshmallows by a campfire.

Weekend Clubs and Excursions 
Our special weekend clubs give our boarding 
children the opportunity to participate in specialized 
activities in small groups which encourages a spirit 
of conversation and cooperation. On Sundays, CDE 
travels to nearby Swiss attractions, including an 
aqua park, the charming Ascona beach, the Locarno 
Falconry, the Swiss Transport Museum in Lucerne, and 
Swiss Miniature. For boarding students only.

Introducing children to the world
Watching children from around the globe play, learn, 
and grow together is moving and inspiring. CDE is 
proud to attract children from many countries and 
cultures whose curiosity about each other’s worlds 
soon melts into friendships. Sharing rooms and meals 
and spending time with each other results in children 
learning tolerance and appreciation for other cultures 
and ideas. Through study and play they share their 
stories with one another, learning that we are all 
different but we are also very similar.  

Le Château des Enfants blends traditional camp 
activities with language learning and the performing 
arts within a safe and nurturing environment. 

A Typical Day
Our CDE day begins at 7:45, with tidying rooms 
before breakfast and the Morning Meeting 
at 8:45. Every day students study their target 
language and participate in a variety of activities 
that allow them to practice their skills. They also 
spend time playing sports and swimming. Drama, 
art, and dance give children the opportunity to be 
creative, and a daily singing class teaches children 
songs in all three languages. After dinner, children 
participate in games, parties, or excursions 
before changing into their pajamas and sharing 
a bedtime story together. The day ends at 21:00 
with lullabies sung by our talented staff as the little 
ones drift off to sleep.
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The Minnows spend a lot of time outdoors, playing 
in a beautiful playground with a sandbox and facilities 
for water play. Our staff encourages the use of target 
language vocabulary during this time, and often 
children begin teaching one another words in their 
own language, too. 

Excursions
Off-campus activities are important to our young 
Minnows. A typical selection of excursions includes 
a visit to a local dairy farm, visiting the inspiring 
Bellinzona castles, exploring the local zoo, and riding 
the small Lugano trenino around the city.
 
Minnows is an individualized program which inspires 
young children to make friends and explore the world 
around them in a safe and engaging environment. 

LEARN, CREATE, PLAY
Our youngest children on campus are exposed to 
English, Italian, or French through daily lessons, 
songs, drama, and other activities. Focused play 
helps our Minnows learn practical application of the 
target language, including vocabulary for field trips, 
daily routines, and playtime.

Art is an important part of the Minnows program 
and arts and crafts projects are integrated into 
language classes as well as other activities that occur 
throughout the day. Special events include a Medieval 
Celebration, including visiting the Bellinzona castles 
and participating in a Medieval Fair. Children enjoy 
exploring various art forms and creating colorful 
images using many techniques and materials. In the 
afternoons, our oldest Minnows participate in hands-
on science activities that explore physical science 
as they experiment with air, magnets, sinking and 
floating, and more.  

Our young children also spend time singing and 
playing instruments with a group of professional 
musicians. During these daily movement and singing 
classes, the children practice routines and songs to 
perform on Final Night.

MINNOWS - Ages 4½ - 6
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The TASIS French Language Program 

(TFLP; ages 13-18)
• Structured French immersion courses
• Cultural excursions throughout Switzerland
• High-intensity sports and activities
• Based in the charming town of Château-d’Oex

TASIS England Summer Program 

(ages 10-17) 
• Courses in Algebra I, Geometry, Writing & Speaking Enhancement, 

Middle School Skills, Debate & Public Speaking, British Council-
accredited English as an Additional Language, SAT Review & 
College Admissions, TOEFL Review, IELTS Review, TV Production, 
the Magical World of Harry Potter, London Through a Lens, Fashion 
& Textile Design, and Sketching & 3D Design

• Sports and activities
• Weekend travel throughout Britain 
• Located on a beautiful campus 18 miles southwest of London

Les Tapies Arts and Architecture Programs 

(ages 13-18)  
• Hands-on study in architecture, painting & drawing, and 
 photography
• Excursions draw on the cultural richness of France
• Idyllic location in a beautifully-restored, 17th-century stone hamlet
• Intimate artistic community for talented students

TASIS Dorado Spanish Summer Program  

• Intensive Spanish program for ages 13-18
• Oceanography and ecology course associated with Jean-Michel   
 Cousteau’s Ambassadors of the Environment Center
• Located on the TASIS Dorado campus in beautiful Dorado Beach,  
 Puerto Rico, with ample opportunities to interact in Spanish
• Excursions explore the cultural riches of the island

Location  
Directions to Lugano
The main TASIS campus is a ten-minute taxi ride from the Lugano train station 
and the Lugano-Agno airport. If driving, take the Lugano Sud exit from the 
autostrada. Follow the signs for Lugano until you get to the first set of traffic 
lights. Turn left, following the signs for Ponte Tresa. At the second set of traffic 
lights, turn left again and drive up the winding hill until you get to the village 
of Sorengo. At the top of the hill, turn left at the lights and immediately again 
at the next set of lights. Notice a white sign to Agra-Montagnola-Gentilino. 
Continue up the hill, passing the Baroque Sant’Abbondio church on the left. 
At the sharp right curve at the top of the hill you will see a white wall with The 
American School in Switzerland / Scuola Americana. The main entrance is a bit 
further on the left. A warm welcome awaits!
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TASIS Schools

Switzerland

Puerto Rico

TASIS The American School in Switzerland offers a challenging 
college preparatory program during the academic year for 
day students in Grades Pre-K to Post Graduate and boarding 
students Grades 7 to Post Graduate. With a student body 
comprising more than 60 nationalities, TASIS offers a truly 
global educational experience, taking advantage of its location 
in the heart of Europe to provide an outstanding program 
with an unparalleled international dimension. Along with 
an American college preparatory program, TASIS offers the 
International Baccalaureate, Advanced Placement, and English 
as an Additional Language programs. Highlights include ten 
days of Academic Travel and a week in January where the 
School relocates to an Alpine resort for winter sports.

TASIS Dorado is a coeducational day school with English as 
its language of instruction in grades Pre-Kindergarten through 
the 12th Grade. It offers a top-quality, innovative academic 
program within modern facilities and attractive natural  
surroundings. The School offers excellent programs in music, 
drama, and art, and encourages enthusiasm for learning and 
individual growth within a purposeful community. 

Credits: Photos: Gina Van Hoof and other TASIS faculty and staff
  Graphic Design: Jacopo Riva - Editors: Lynn Aeschliman, Kristin Pedroja - Printer: Lepori & Storni, Viganello
  
TASIS admits qualified students of any race, color, national, and ethnic origin, and does not discriminate on the basis
of race, color, national, and ethnic origin in its admissions policies and practices.

TASIS US Office 
112 South Royal St. Alexandria 
22314 Virginia, USA
Tel: +01 703 299 8150
Tel: +01 800 442 6005
Fax + 01 703 299 8157
email: usadmissions@tasis.com

TASIS The American School  
in England 
Coldharbour Lane, Thorpe  
Surrey, TW20 8TE, England
Tel: +44 1932 565 252  
Fax: +44 1932 564 644 
email: ukadmissions@tasis.com

The American School 
in Switzerland
6926 Montagnola  
Switzerland 
Tel:  +41 91 9605151
Fax: +41 91 9931647 
email: summer@tasis.ch

England
TASIS The American School in England, frequently cited as 
the best American school in the country, offers an American 
college preparatory curriculum to day students from  
Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12 and boarding students in 
Grades 9-12. Located 18 miles southwest of London on a 
beautiful 35-acre estate of Georgian mansions and 17th-
century cottages, TASIS England combines a rigorous 
academic program with exceptional facilities for art, 
drama, music, computer science, and sports. TASIS offers 
the International Baccalaureate, Advanced Placement, and 
English as an Additional Language programs.



•  English

•  French

•  Italian

•   Academic Writing

•  IB Prep course

•  Architecture & Design

•  Digital Photography

•  Digital Filmmaking

•  Fashion & Textile Design

•  Musical Theater

•  La Cucina Italiana

SUMMER.TASIS.COM


