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Introduction to Les Tapies
Founded in 2004, the Les Tapies Workshops offer a 

unique program of summer professional development 

opportunities for motivated K-12 art teachers. The 

combination of an inspirational setting with excellent 

facilities, innovative and experienced workshop leaders, 

and a supportive community of like-minded international 

professionals provides unparalleled opportunities to 

strengthen teaching methodology and create dynamic 

visual arts departments.  Participants reconnect with 

their creative passion as practicing artists and engage 

in workshops, seminars, square table discussions, 

presentations, and activities to invigorate their teaching 

experience. In addition, field trips and excursions draw on 

the rich cultural heritage of Southern France and on the 

master artists inspired by the region’s natural beauty and 

quality of light.

Designed by art teachers for art teachers, the Workshops 

provide an ideal setting for experiential learning in an 

intimate community, which encourages networking with 

other professionals from around the world. Participants 

may enroll in the four-day IB Visual Arts Workshop 

(VAW), the ten-day Art Teacher Workshop (ATW), or a 

combination of the two workshops, depending on an 

individual’s interests and space availability. The workshops 

are designed to apply lessons learned in the VAW during 

the longer ATW, which follows immediately thereafter.

 Les Tapies
 Les tApies
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Program Overview
The IB Visual Arts Workshop at Les Tapies, offered in 

cooperation with the IB, is a category 1 level workshop 

for art teachers with little or no previous experience in 

the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme 

(DP). The four-day workshop is designed to provide 

professional development and to prepare participants 

to teach DP visual arts in a manner that promotes the 

values in the IB mission statement and learner profile. 

Schedule
The Workshop is divided into ten 1.5 hour-long sessions over 

four days. Participants should make travel plans to arrive in the 

early afternoon of the first day and depart after mid-day on 

the final day to ensure that they can attend all sessions. Some 

practical exercises and activities (individual and group work) 

are also included and, given the small size of the workshop, 

there is flexibility in how time is scheduled. Activities include 

sharing examples of good practice, visual explorations, and 

responses to the stunning location of Les Tapies. 

 IB VISUAL ARTS WORKSHOP    IB VISUAL ARTS WORKSHOP (VAW)  
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Les Tapies is an artist’s paradise, and participants are 

encouraged to create their own art and explore new techniques/

media, thereby applying what is learned in the classroom 

in their teaching. Participants are also encouraged to share 

their expertise, with some sessions serving as a forum for 

presentations, discussions, and the exchange of ideas. Local 

excursions to picturesque villages, visits to museums in the area, 

and discovery of the Ardèche provide an enjoyable balance to the 

intensity of the Workshop. 
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Program Topics
The workshop begins with an overview of the IB, including the IB philosophy, a brief history of the IB organisation, mission 

statement, learner profile, the IB continuum, and the strengths of the IB program. Other topics covered include the following:

• The DP model, the centrality of the IB learner profile and approaches to teaching and learning, articulation between DP 

courses, Theory of Knowledge (TOK), Extended Essay (EE), and Creativity, Action, Service (CAS)

• Curriculum requirements, aims and objectives of the subject, IB terminology

• IB external and internal assessment for Visual Arts

• Creation of formative assessment that reflect criteria for Visual Arts and IB philosophy

• Importance of predicted grades

• Extended Essay and the role of the supervisor

• The Online Curriculum Centre (OCC) as a resource

Additional topics will be included depending on participant input and time availability.

Typical Daily Schedule
 8:00 -  9:00 Breakfast

 9:00 - 10:30 Session I

10:30 - 10:45 Coffee break

10:45 -  12:15 Session II

12:15 - 13:00 Free time for studio work, swim, hike 

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch

14:00 - 15:30 Session III

15:30 - 15:45 Coffee break

15:45 - 17:15 Session IV

17:15 - 19:15 Excursion or painting/printmaking/photography workshops

19:15 - 20:00 Square table discussion

20:00 - 21:00 Dinner

21:00 - 22:30 Seminar, film, or visual presentation

 IB VISUAL ARTS WORKSHOP  IB VISUAL ARTS WORKSHOP 
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Program Overview
The 10-day Art Teacher Workshop, offered in cooperation 

with the European Council of International Schools (ECIS) 

and sponsored by the TASIS Foundation, provides a wide 

range of experiential learning opportunities to inspire 

teachers to renew their roles as practicing artists and 

promote creative teaching methodologies while building 

dynamic visual arts departments. By drawing on the 

beauty of the setting, the expertise and experience of the 

workshop leaders, and the cultural heritage of Southern 

France, participants are immersed in the creative process 

and reinvigorated as artists and art teachers. A highlight of 

the program is the full-day excursion to Aix-en-Provence, 

home of Cézanne.

The ATW ethos is built upon two essential ingredients of 

the creative process. First, the need to slow down and clear 

the mind is the first step towards observing sensitively and 

reflecting carefully. Second, understanding the potential and 

limitation of the media and responding honestly, creatively, and 

articulately to the subject and/or the environment. Participants 

are encouraged to explore new techniques and media to add a 

new dimension to their classroom teaching by becoming role 

models for their students. 

Workshops and Seminars
By taking advantage of the unique opportunities 

for experiential learning available at Les Tapies, the 

workshops and seminars inspire teachers of art to renew 

their roles as practicing artists, and to promote creative 

teaching methodologies and building dynamic visual arts 

departments. Participants who wish to work independently 

in a community of artists enjoy pursuing work in drawing, 

painting, printmaking, sculpture, photography, and 

architectural design, while interacting with peers in the 

art teaching profession in a manner not possible during the 

busy school year.

The ethos of the Les Tapies program is built upon two 

essential ingredients of the creative process: the need 

to slow down and clear the mind as the first steps 

towards observing sensitively and reflecting carefully, 

understanding both the potential and the limitation of 

the media, and ultimately responding honestly, creatively, 

and articulately to the environment. Emphasis is also 

on the working unity of the eye, the heart, and the hand 

in the making of art and architecture. The use of direct 

observation is key to this process, as is the development of 

a well-rounded art history perspective. 

Art Teacher WorkshopArt Teacher Workshop ((ATW)
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Workshops
Working Plein Air: Comparing and contrasting contemporary practices with the traditions of great 

19th century French landscape painters such as Corot, Pissarro, Monet, and Cezanne, this three-part workshop 

covers the rudiments of working directly from the landscape utilizing dry media (graphite, charcoal, and pastels) 

and wet media (watercolor, gouache, acrylics, and oils).

Direct Printmaking Processes: Covering basic techniques involved in making drypoint intaglio 

prints (on both zinc and copper) and monotypes (on plexiglass), the workshop explores both oil and water-based 

inks by utilizing a portable etching press. 

Traditional Black & White Photography:  Reviewing essential 35mm camera functions 

and darkroom techniques, emphasis is on optics and their functions for working from direct observation, as well 

as approaches to fine art and documentary photography. Also considered is the role photography plays in creating 

journals and research workbooks and how to incorporate digital photography into the art curriculum.

Creating an effective Visual Arts Department: Explore ideas for maximizing space 

and converting existing art facilities to create more effective art programs. By using the studios at Les Tapies and 

art facilities from participants’ schools as case studies, effective design and cost effective solutions are explored to 

improve, expand, and strengthen art programs.

Seminars
In the Studio, Outside the Box –  Creating an Energized Environment for Teaching Drawing & 

Painting: Strategies for maintaining vital connections with the practice of observation and response are explored, 

while employing drawing and painting media in exploratory and innovative ways. Placing art in context by providing 

an art history perspective in the studio adds an important dimension to this seminar.

A Measure of Accomplishment – Creating Student Portfolios:  What constitutes a solid and 

successful student portfolio? This seminar looks at issues involved in constructing student portfolios, including time 

management, prioritizing areas of focus, and sequencing content and media. 

Student Exhibitions & Visiting Artist Programs – Raising the Profile of the Visual: 

The presence of art departments in schools need not and should not be peripheral. This seminar looks at how 

regular exhibitions of student work, sensitively installed in prominent locations within a school environment, can 

greatly enhance a general appreciation for the visual arts while increasing enrollment. The operating costs, general 

procedures, and long-term advantages of instituting Visiting Artist Programs in schools will also be discussed. 

Square Table Discussions: Held before dinner each evening, informally over a glass of wine, the 

topics will vary according to the day’s work and suggestions from the participants. This valuable shared interaction 

by creative colleagues draws on the interests and experience of the group and expands on the Workshop/Seminar 

subjects above.

Art Teacher WorkshopArt Teacher Workshop 
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Typical Daily Schedule
8.00 –  9.00 am  Breakfast

9.00 –  12.30 pm  Morning Media/Techniques/Design Workshops

12.30 –  2.00 pm Lunch/Free Time

2.00 –  5.00 pm Independent work in chosen media and/or afternoon excursions

5.00 –  7.00 pm Free time (hiking, swimming in the pool, optionalfield/studio work)

7.00 –  8.00 pm Square Table Discussion

8.00 –  9.00 pm Dinner

9.00 –  10.00 pm Seminars, visual presentations, films

The above schedule changes to reflect arrival and departure days and the all-day excursion to Aix-en-Provence or Avignon.  
For a more detailed schedule, please refer to the complete Workshop itinerary

 Art Teacher  Workshop
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EXCURSIONS  & ACTIVITIES 
Participants may choose from a wide range of activities and 

field trips, including wine tastings, visits to open air markets 

and museums, and trips to such picturesque villages as St. 

Pierreville and Chalencon. Picnic walks in the mountains, 

swimming in the pool or the crystal clear Eyrieux River, and 

informal discussions over a glass of wine provide relaxing 

breaks from the intense studio work and an opportunity 

to explore the Ardèche. The diverse backgrounds of the 

participants as well as the opportunity to share in a 

community of like-minded professionals with a creative 

focus add an important dimension to the Workshops. 

Workshop Leaders
Fernando Gonzalez graduated from Harvard University with a BA  degree in Visual Studies and 

studied architecture at the Harvard Graduate School of Design. He taught studio art, photography, 

and architecture at Phillips Academy Andover and at The American School in Switzerland (TASIS), 

where he served as Chairman of the Art Department. He serves on the Boards of The American 

School in Switzerland, TASIS England, the TASIS Foundation, and TASIS Dorado, which he co-

founded in 2002. His love of vernacular architecture led to the restoration of Les Tapies, which began in 1974.

John Smalley holds an MA and an MFA from the University of Iowa. As Head of Visual Arts at TASIS 

The American School in England since 1987, he has led an innovative program aimed at integrating 

studio art and art history. A practicing draftsman, painter, and printmaker with an international 

exhibition record, he brings in-depth knowledge of figure drawing, perspective, architecture, and 

landscape painting to the program. He is the Director of the Fleming Gallery and oversees the 

successful Guest Artist Program at TASIS England.

Andrew Vaughan started teaching IB Art in 1984, and since then has taught at schools in the Far 

East and Europe. He has been a workshop leader for Visual Arts since 2004 and became a visiting 

IB Art Examiner in 1989. He is currently Deputy Chief Examiner for Visual Arts in the IB Diploma 

Programme and serves as Chairman of the Art Department at the ACS International School in 

Egham, England.

17
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The Facilities
Nestled in the mountains of the Massif 

Central in Southern France, Les Tapies is a 

picturesque 17th century hamlet, which has 

been carefully restored to retain its original 

character and serves as an ideal base for an 

Art Teacher Workshop. The six stone buildings 

form a harmonious ensemble, which blends 

into the landscape and provides spectacular 

views of the Rhône Valley and the French 

Alps in the distance.

The facilities include a print-making studio, 

an exhibition gallery, an art studio for 

drawing and painting, a small resource 

library, a photography darkroom, a room 

equipped for digital technology, a sculpture 

and model-making studio, a spacious dining 

room and lounge, and simple residential 

accommodation for up to 15 participants. 

Each participant is provided with an 

individual studio space as well as with all 

necessary art materials. Outdoor terraces 

provide extensions to the living spaces and 

are ideal settings for barbecues and informal 

dining. The hamlet also has a games room for 

pool, table soccer, ping pong, and darts. The 

swimming pool is popular for relaxing and 

for cooling off from the hot Ardèche sun.

19
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Admission Information
All K-12 art teachers are eligible to participate and may be accompanied by a spouse at a reduced fee. Accommodation is 
in single rooms with shared bathrooms. A small number of fellowships and/or grants, funded by the TASIS Foundation, 
are available based on need, professional experience, and ability to contribute to the program. Please inquire for additional 
information. We are also pleased to support applications for teachers seeking professional development funds from their 
schools. Please provide us with details of the information required. The fee for the Workshop as outlined on the enclosed 
application form includes tuition, room and board for all meals, as well as activities, excursions, art/photographic materials, 

and train station transfers from Valence train station at the start and end of the program.  

SUNY Graduate Credit
Participants in the Les Tapies Art Teacher Workshop are eligible to receive up to three graduate semester credits from State 
University of New York (SUNY). Each participant must apply individually once the workshop is completed, and there is a small 
additional cost paid directly to SUNY.
The ECIS-Les Tapies Fellowship
Les Tapies Art Teacher Workshop is offered in cooperation with the European Council of International Schools. The late 
TASIS Founder/Director Mrs. M. Crist Fleming helped originate ECIS and hosted its first meeting on the Lugano campus. 
In recognition of this long-term association and to honor Mrs. Fleming’s contributions to international education, the TASIS 
Foundation has created the ECIS-Les Tapies Fellowship for a deserving art teacher from an ECIS member school.

TASIS Programs 

Founded in 1956, The American School in Switzerland (TASIS) was the first American independent boarding school 
established in Europe and now has programs in England, France, Puerto Rico, as well as Switzerland; each is renowned for 
offering quality American/international education. The TASIS Foundation, which owns and manages the TASIS Schools and 
Summer Programs, is a non-profit, educational trust based in Delémont, Switzerland.

For more information, please see our website: www.lestapiesart.org or please contact:
The Director of Summer Admissions 
Coldharbour Lane, Thorpe, Surrey, TW20 8TE, England 
Tel: + 44 1932 582346    Fax: +44 1932 564644  
E-mail: uksummer@tasisengland.org • www.tasissummer.org

US Office: 
112 South Royal Street
Alexandria
VA 22314
E-mail: usadmissions@tasis.com

Workshop Location:
Les Tapies, Tauzuc, St. Pierreville 07190, Ardèche, France  •  Tel: +33 475 666 473  •  E-mail: flg@tasis.com
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